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this juncture, while my Lord Lieutenant is here, and In
great credit at Court, and would perhaps be more than
ordinarily ready to serve the Church in Ireland. If I have
no directions from your Grace by the end of this month, I
shall think of my return to Ireland against the 25th of
March, to endeavour to be chosen to the living of St.
Nicholas, as I have been encouraged to hope;l but would
readily return, at a week's warning, to solicit that affair
with my Lord Lieutenant while he stays here, or in any
other manner your Grace will please to direct.

Your Grace knows long before this, that Dr. Milles is
Bishop of Waterford. The Court and Archbishop of Can-
terbury were strongly engaged for another person, not
much suspected in Ireland, any more than the choice
already made was, I believe, either here or there.2

The two Houses are still busy In Lord Peterborough's
affair, which seems to be little more than an amusement,
which it is conceived might at this time be spared, con-
sidering how slow we are said to be in our preparations;
which, I believe, Is the only reason why it was talked
the other day about the town, as If there would be soon a
treaty of peace. There is a report of my Lord Galway's
death, but it is not credited. It is a perfect jest to see
my Lord Peterborough, reputed as great a Whig as any In
England, abhorred by his own party, and caressed by the
Tories.3

1  Supra, p. J2y n. I.

2  No doubt Swift Hmself.  From the fact that the Court and Arch-
bishop Tenison supported him, it would appear that the authorship
of the " Tale of a Tub3J was then not suspected by them.

a Although not blind to Peterborough's failings. Swift was convinced
of that extraordinary man's genius as a general, and speaks of his
conduct of the war in Spain as almost miraculous (see reference
given* &upra^ p. 39, n. i). At the time this letter was written, both
Houses were, as Swift says, discussing the Spanish campaign, and the
part which Peterborough had taken in it. The Lords entered upon a
formal enquiry. They were soon overwhelmed by the mass of evidence
which uthe Indefatigable culprit:" brought in his defence, and after
ten days had been consumed to little purpose, terminated the examina-
tion of witnesses without announcing any result. " The eagerness
shown by the Tories to extol the Earl above his real merits,33 says
Wyon (op. dt^ i, 540), u did him injury. The Whigs would suffer no
hero to shine by die side of Marlboro ugh. The abandonment of the
investigation amounted in effect to an acquittal of the Earl, but more
than a bare acquittal his friends could not claim. A vote of thanks tobooks, and Swift retorts with a number, beginning
